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1 On the third day a wedding took
place at Cana in Galilee. J esus’
mother was there, 2 gnd Jesus and his
disciples had also been invited to the
wedding. > When the wine was gone,
Jesus’ mother said to him, ‘They have
no more wine.” * ‘Woman, why do you
involve me?’ Jesus replied. ‘My hour
has not yet come.’ 8 His mother said
to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells

you.’ ° Nearby stood six stone water
jars, the kind used by the Jews for
ceremonial washing, each holding
from eighty to a hundred and twenty
litres. 7 Jesus said to the servants,
‘Fill the jars with water’; so they filled
them to the brim. 8 Then he told them,

‘Now draw some out and take it to
the master of the banquet.” They
did so, ° and the master of the
banquet tasted the water that had
been turned into wine. He did not
realise where it had come from,
though the servants who had drawn
the water knew. Then he called

the bridegroom aside 10 gnd said,
‘Wyveryone brings out the choice
wine first and then the cheaper
wine after the guests have had too
much to drink; but you have saved
the best till now.’ ** What Jesus

did here in Cana of Galilee was the
first of the signs through which he
revealed his glory; and his disciples
believed in him.
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- The glory of Jesus...
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120-180 gallons... over
1,000 bottles of wine —way more
than any wedding would need!
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The very finest wine... and
provided by Jesus, not by the
bridegroom!
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S l : ?_'- - "‘*-‘:_. 2- : _ Let the party begin!

He provides a great feast of wine

He saves a boy from death — we
will see this happen in chapter 4.

' . tain the LORD
° On thu3 Pt g feast of To let everyone know He's the
Almighty will prepare b one they’re waiting for — the
. on food for allp aviour
ric .16 - the best of meats
of aged Wine -

So — with this miracle, Jesus reveals
His glory at this wedding feast.

t of wines.

up death for ever.
p will wipe away

and the fines

He is the long-awaited Bridegroom
who comes to offer a perfect
relationship with God.

8 He will swallow

The Sovereign Lo

the tears from all faces;
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and be glad in his salvation.

1ees the arrival of

the promise Messiah, God's King

7“’55!!‘K1“mha

a1

e

11



&= T

-

Sesus keeps referring +o 4his ‘our”
ﬂnmml/)om— the tiree vears 0157—
His mivistry, Johw refers +o i+ iy
thapters 2,12 and |7.
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4 ‘Woman, why do you involve
me?’ Jesus replied. ‘My hour

has not yet come.’

-
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So, the hour is Jesus’ death and
resurrection... right from the start,

this is the plan.

What a way to announce your arrival!
Jesus s the promised Saviour.
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Here’s a thance to re-read
our latest section \

John 2 Vs 1-12

1 On the third day & wedding took place at Cana in Galilee.
Jesus’ mother was there, 2 and Jesus and his disciples
had also been invited to the wedding. ® When the wine was
gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, ‘They have no more wine.’
4 Woman, why do you involve me?’ Jesus replied. ‘My hour
has not yet come.’ ® His mother said to the servants, ‘Do
whatever he tells you.’ Nearby stood six stone water jars,
the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each
holding from eighty to a hundred and twenty litres. 7 Jesus
said to the servants, “mill the jars with water’; so they filled
them to the brim. 8 Then he told them, ‘Now draw Some
out and take it to the master of the banquet.” They did so,
9 gnd the master of the banquet tasted the water that had
been turned into wine. He did not realise where it had come
from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew.
Then he called the bridegroom aside 10 gnd said, ‘Everyone
brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine
after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have
saved the best till now.’ 1! What Jesus did here in Cana of
Galilee was the first of the signs through which he revealed
his glory; and his disciples believed in him. 12 After this
he went down to Capernaum with his mother and brothers
and his disciples. There they stayed for a few days.
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7 HiS 41 for yOUT nouse will i e Like King David before Him, Jesus

written: ‘Ze 4 is God's King

e He’'s the Son of the ‘owner’ —it's
His house

e He’s clearing out the religious fakes
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. e Jesus is acting as God's judge
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In other words — ‘Who the heck do
you think you are?!’

The Jews simply don't
understand! They are thinking of
an outstanding building that’s taken
them 46 years to finish!

However, Jesus is talking about
His physical body — God’s presence
on earth.

,' By His death and resurrection He

- will achieve everything the Temple

. pointed towards — God'’s presence

22 A \ with His people.
ter he was rajgeq from the deag ;

his discipleg Pecalled what he
h .
. ad{ Said. Then they believeq the
Cripture ang the wo
had Spoken.

suswho He say He is?

The proof that Jesus is God’s King
and has God'’s authority to judge
ultimately lies in Jesus’ death and
resurrection.

rds that Jegyg

e No physical resurrection
= no authority!
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22 After Ne was
1es recaned what he

his discip
had said. Then they pelieved the
geripture and the words thab Jesus

had spoken.

True faith

- e al ‘
enuine faith come about?
It comes through belief in:

e Jesus' works — His death and
resurrection

e (God’s Word — the Bible

e Jesus’' words

Summary..

what have thesé o stories o e weddiny a

. the Temple showw us?

o+ people thinkl

., Jesusisbods¥ing
e ome to e 5) e
¢ o all

>

e s Lo

ow do we co e +o believe this?

o

o Jesus acts always +o reveal His glory (vever mind |

o So -fhat we might believe that: ;‘

To do this keep reading...
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Take a mowment to re-read
Hhe section below...

John 2 vs 13-22

15 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus
went up to Jerusalem. 14 T the temple courts he found
people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting
at tables exchanging money. 15 3o he made a whip out of
cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both sheep
and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money-changers
and overturned their tables. 16 To those who sold doves
he said, ‘Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s
house into a market!’ 7 His disciples remembered that it
is written: ‘Zeal for your house will consume me.’ ® The
Jews then responded to him, ‘What sign can you show us
to prove your authority to do all this?’ 1° Jesus answered
them, ‘Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in
three days.’ 2° They replied, ‘Tt has taken forty-six years
to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three
days?’ ?* But the temple he had spoken of was his body.
22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled
what he had said. Then they believed the Scripture and the
words that Jesus had spoken.

What comes next?

Next, v walks Hie senior
teacher of Hie Jews for 4

seeret meeting with Jesus
at vigiht,




g Recap...

The theme for this cection, from chapter 2

o chapter 4,15 Jesus’ arrival as God’s ¥ing)
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NO ENTRY.. no matter
how religious

Jerusalem at the Passover
ple saw

Festival, many peo

. forming
the signs he was per bt P PEAg D : | . If Jesus were just a self-promoting
and pelieved 1n his name. ; e 5 : 7% : | celebrity, He would crave the
— g i 2 crowd’s praise.

He doesn’t. Instead He draws back
from them.

24 But Jesus would not entrust

gelf to them, for he

N

him
knew all people.

25 He did not need any

e | @B Because He knew what we
about mankind, e —_—

testimony humans are like.

for he knew what was in

each person.
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Jesus gives Nicodemus a
basic Sunday school lesson!

He’s one of the top religious

man named Nicademus Who &=
e

Was a member of the Jewigh o SR _
ruling counci]. s e )

To enter God'’s Kingdom he

2 .
He came to Jesus at night and needs to be born again.

said, ‘Rabbi, we know that yoy
are a teachep Who hag Come from
God. For 110 one coulg berform

There is no back door entrance,
even for the super religious! No one
can enter the Kingdom of God any
other way!

ey Pt

the signs You are doing if God

were not with him ° This s Jesuns saqivg) “Fay

attevrtion. This \s importavt!’

E:L’n: :115 :E['llsss t]li :"l]g i I b

of God unlegg they are

Jesus makes clear Hya+ belief i Grod f

iy ‘ or even
celieving the miracles isn'+ enough +o

s i | L enter
> Flgdom. Being reliions doesn’t interest

God. Bven if you're He Chief Rabbi
‘ abbi, someh
different is neededl ey

T T e m— e ey




%6 vs 25 - 274
‘7 will sprinkle clean water
on you, and you will be
clean;..and 1 will give you a

heart and a n€W spirit
in you; L will remove from

you your heart of stone and
art of flesh. And

Spirj_‘t m yO'U....

new

glve you a he

= LV T 1L e
b

e

SERNTIET T

SR RFT R
should have known

aetihdl

el

bl
k at the OId Testament
to see what Nicodemus

This prophecy is from God - that He
Mrestore His people by bringing:

e Forgiveness — symbolized by the
washing with water.

o And God’s presence — by the
Holy Spirit within them.

The Jewish people had been
longing for the fulfilment of God'’s
promises...

e They would have been as familiar
with them as we are with our
national anthem!

e That no one can enter God’s
Kingdom without God’s
forgiveness.

e God Himself was coming by His
Spirit to bring a new heart and
new spirit.
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o ; i €D This is to receive the spiritual
ne be born S I e TR I | washing away of our sin.

the Nicedarmi®
when

\7
mother’s womb to e born:

pagk in S ¢

4 ‘How can s0meo
5 are 0147’

This is to receive the fresh start.

~Jery truly 1 A heart transplant from God!

gnswered, B

l the ReR T i e e
i e ne can enter B !
- tell you, 10 © s e
s kingdom of God unless they

or and the SPITEE:

(The water and Spirit of

5 Jesus
Ezekiel's prophecy.)

porn of wab

t o |

: . -tn to flesh, PU | e |

6 Flesh gives birth g i b3 ! ’R@m@mw?r Jolm e Baptist said +rat -
- jrth to spIT 3 - : his washin i ‘ { ;

¥ tne Spirit gives DI | s 0 1245 sdmbolizing somehing
the ©P W’“m igaer. Jesus would come and e |
vaptize with Hye Holy Spirit+ ~

-

THesh means human.
Humans give human lifel

Spirit meavs from Aod.

Giod gives spiritual life!



" You should not be surprised st

Iy saying, “You must be born
again.”

® The wind blows wherever it
Pleases. You hear its sound,
but you cannot tell where it
comes from or where it is

going. So it is with everyone
born of the Spirit.’

e First, because God does things
His way! It's not us who are
in charge of entry into God’s
Kingdom.

e Secondly, because we humans
are only ‘flesh’ - we need God to

work to make us something more.
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Nicodemus asked.

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,’
ggid Jesus, ‘and do you nobt
understand these things?

1 Very truly 1 tell you, We
speak of what we Know, and
we testify to what we have
seen, but gtill you people do

not accept our testimony. <

esus point out?

w1 As Israel’s top teacher... you

should understand that doing lots

of religious stuff isn't what gets a
person into God’s Kingdom.

Nicodemus doesn'’t yet believe
that Jesus has come from God.

41
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14 Just as Moses lifted up the | € book of Numbers we (e at G e
snake in the wilderness, : Ao b !, ich 1is people could e saved from 4;
an must be e %
so the Son of M s A L@wwmm{@mﬂ%
lifted Up, T o o s fted p on.a pole ins abronee snaeel |

+ a E

eves ev'd e e

15 that everyone who beli
g
may have eternal life in Tum.
R
oes Jesus tell this story?

O BITETRETI L L

el ) N ey B ]
[\ fos : ¢ To tell Nicodemus that He has come
: LG . to die, so that we can all be saved.

Just as Israel needed to look to

. the bronze snake to be saved,

J so we need to look to the cross,
trusting God that He will remove
His punishment for our sin through
Jesus’ death and resurrection.

e Trustin Jesus and His death that
is coming...

e He will give you eternal life.

:




Here’'s a chance +o re-read
what we've looked at today!

John2v23-5v15

%% Now while he Was in Jerusalem at the Passover Festival,
many people saw the 8igns he was performing and believed
in his name. 24 But €sus would not entrust himselfto them,
for he knew all beople. #* He did not need any testimony
about mankind, for he knew what was in each person.

! Now there Wwas a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who
Was a member of the Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to
Jesus at night and said, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are g
teacher who hag come from God. For 1o one could perform
the signs you are doing if God were not with him.’ ? Jesug
replied, ‘Very truly I tell Jyou, no one can see the kingdom
of God unless they are born again.’ * ‘How can someone be
born when they are 0142’ Nicodemus asked. ‘Surely they
cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be
born!’ 5 Jegus answered, ‘Very truly I tell you, no one can
enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and
the Spirit. © Flegh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives
birth to spirit, 7 You should not be surprised at my saying,
“You must be born again.” 8 The wind blows wherevep it
Pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it
comes from or where it is going. So it ig with everyone
born of the Spirit.’ ° ‘How can this be?’ Nicodemus askeq.
% “You are Israel’s teacher,’ said Jesus, ‘and do you not

¥ ,H I

iy
ke L

understand these things? 1 Very truly I ten you,
We speak of what we know, and we testify to what
we have seen, but Still you people do not accept our
testimony. 12 I have Spoken to you of éarthly things
and you do not believe; how then will you believe if
I speak of heavenly things? *No one has ever gone
into heaven €xcept the one who came from heaven -
the Son of Man. 14 o ust as Moses lifted up the snake
in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted
up, '° that everyone who believes may have eternal
life in him.’
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God’s salvation

This is the most famous verse in
the whole Bible.

16
For Gog S0 loved the world
that he gave hig one and only
S
On, that Whoevep believeg in

him shail net%
Ot‘pems Wbut
eternal life. i

L/
T The ;/>l/zmsc “the world” i,
G ,” , - Johm s‘&ospc! alwavs mesns.
: - People like yoy s, me who |
- .
efuse +o Fecoomize God as boss!

:ﬂ_ﬂi ' E

LiE ;
hat do these verses
R R A L L

e & tell us
|P-|:'. e

17
.For God diqg not send his Son
into the world to condemn the

world, but
toi@ the worlg
through him.

e To bring eternal life!

*"’I‘o perish’

for onyr refso
Death and dgement 4
sur revellion.

’ N +§
o +o die and face Grod's j(A.o{ﬁ)CVV\CV\
| +o reconnise Him 45 Vinoy.
re ouyr P(AV\\S\/\VV\CV\‘\’ for

e He came to save (not condemn)!

Without trusting in Jesus we perish,
but by trusting in Jesus we have
eternal life.

o960
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SRS ; | What is our current :
A e my, e LT B sition before God?

i g

i
4
s

clieves in him 18 not

18 Whoever P 2 leaal +erm, meaning E
does wa ed) : ;;
Condemned, but Whoever q nuitty verdict’... ‘sent down’... |
e |
not believe stand e not il 1
already pecause they hav e T e = y{ Jesus comes to change this! He
> .1y the Name of God’s L S e e | ‘8% died for us, taking the punishment
behevedm st i ol S : 8l 2 for our sin.
1.
one and only S0 If we reject Jesus we stay
ot 13 S condemned — choosing to stay in
et dict: 1ight ha g y
19 This is the V6T SRR the ‘darkness’, rather than God's
come into the world, bu ) brilliant light.
1oved darkness instead of 1igh
pecause thelr jeeds were € <

It's extremely clear... ‘condemned’.
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If we reject Jesus
/€ N

20 Eyeryone who doe
and will not come into the light for fear

deeds will be exposed.

4

that their

r lives by the truth comes

that it may be seen
have done has

21 But whoeve
into the light, S0

plainly that what they

been done in the sight of God.

s, Jesus and his disciples
he Judean countryside,
time with them,

22 After thi
went out into v
where he spent some

and baptised.

23 Now John also Was paptising ab Aenon

near Salim, because there was plenty
of water, and people were coming and

being baptised.
24 (This was before J ohn was P

ut in

L ’

prison.)

A e

Johm e
Baptist
sta T VIoW Comes
- i@@ To uvderlive what JCSMIMOK centre
Mg avout himself.., au s has been
ﬁlb()m-f" Us... P

s evil hates the light, o
i what does this tell us?

We prefer the dark!

These lare huge claims that Jesus
is making... and they raise big
questions...

e \Who does He think He is?

e Can we trust Him?

o
)
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I

tween SomMe of
Jew over the

_; 25 An argument jeveloped be
4 iples and a certain

John's disC
matter of ceremonial washing.
him, ‘Rabbi,

o John and gaid to

was with you on the other
dan - the one you testified
aptising, and everyone

26 They came b
that man who
gide of the Jor
about - look, he is b

is going to him.’ Pl s
27 To this John replied, ‘A person can receive B et
only whab is given them from heaven.

tify that I aaid, “Iam

ent ahead of him.”

i | John tells them Jesus is ‘the
o Br/o’egroom’— an expression
used in the Old Testament for the

28 you yourselves can tes
Messiah.

not the Messiah but am S
he bridegroom. The

29 The bride pelongs to b
friend Who attends the bridegroom waits -
: : : s n say He is?
snd listens for him, and 18 full of joy when IREL
he hears the bridegroom’s voice. That joy e l g Hi's like o bost i 22 mAEdmiazsd
i of the bridegroom’.
[ No wonder he’s happy Jesus has

S NOW complete. ‘—
1 must become

arrived — and that Jesus must be

the centre of attention!

me greater;

30 H{e ust beco
less.

W%“ e
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e Jesus is supreme

—

X Jesus tells us about God...
After all, only He has seen
and heard God!

e Jesus is true

—_—

n we know He’s truthful?

abovy, m heave |
al 4 As we receive Jesus and His word
%2 He ?C\;St'f' He demonstrates to us, and we
and‘h_\@ to What & hag know, that this is God speaking!
ear Seen
®Stimony, CCepts hj

Crod the Father pours out His Spir‘\f on (od
Hhe Sov. This mmeans that whew we listen to
Sesus we are listening o God the Tamner, Son

and Holy Spiritt
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ov(/'h'mfjc'_h Has God
] entrusted to Je

¥

This means that when it comes to
the words of Jesus, the stakes are

really high!

Summary..
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Take a mowment to re-read
what we have looked at... \/

John 3 vs 16-36

16 Wor God so loved the world that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish
but have eternal life. 7 For God did not send his Son into
the world to condemn the world, but to save the world
through him. ' Whoever believes in him is not condemned,
but whoever does not believe stands condemned already
because they have not believed in the name of God’s one
and only Son. *° This is the verdict: light has come into the
world, but people loved darkness instead of light because
their deeds were evil. 2° Everyone who does evil hates
the light, and will not come into the light for fear that
their deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the
truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly
that what they have done has been done in the sight of
God. 22 After this, Jesus and his disciples went out into
the Judean countryside, where he spent some time with
them, and baptised. ** Now John also was baptising at
Aenon near Salim, because there was plenty of water,
and people were coming and being baptised. #* (This was
before John was put in prison.) 2° An argument developed
between some of John’s disciples and a certain Jew over
the matter of ceremonial washing. 26 They came to John

and said to him, ‘Rabbi, that man who was with
you on the other side of the Jordan - the one you
testified about - look, he is baptising, and everyone
is going to him.’ 2" To this John replied, ‘A person
can receive only what is given them from heaven.
28 you yourselves can testify that I said, “I am not
the Messiah but am sent ahead of him.” #° The bride
belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends
the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is
full of joy when he hears the bridegroom’s voice.
That joy is mine, and it is now complete. *° He must
become greater; I must become less.’ 31 The one
who comes from above is above all; the one who is
from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks
as one from the earth. The one who comes from
heaven is above all. ** He testifies to what he has
seen and heard, but no one accepts his testimony.
33 Whoever has accepted it has certified that God is
truthful. > For the one whom God has sent speaks
the words of God, for God gives the Spirit without
limit. *® The Father loves the Son and has placed
everything in his hands. 36 Whoever believes in the
Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son
will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on them.
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